	The Secret Tent
by
Elizabeth Addyman

Performed by West Moors Drama Society - 24 - 26 November 1966

                                                                Cast

Christopher Martyn.................................................Derek Collins
Ruth Martyn............................................................Patricia Driscoll
Naomi Martyn.........................................................Mary Mosley
Miss Mitchum-Brown..............................................Kathleen Short
Ernie Briggs............................................................Arthur Weston
[bookmark: _GoBack]Inspector Thornton..................................................Leslie Saunders
Miss Pearce............................................................Jean Littlecott

Produced by ...................George Ashton

Synopsis
[image: https://dramawestmoors.sharepoint.com/siteimages/The%20Secret%20Tent%20a0001.jpg]

[image: https://dramawestmoors.sharepoint.com/siteimages/The%20Secret%20Tent0001.jpg]
	



	
	 [image: https://dramawestmoors.sharepoint.com/siteimages/The%20Secret%20Tent0002.jpg]



image1.jpeg
The title is a quotation from Psalm 31 and refers to the: sanctuary afforded by a
happy home. The play is a tense drama written by Elizabeth Addyman, and was first
performed at the Strand Theatre in 1953. The play opens on a happy domestic
scene, Chris Martyn preparing to attend an old boys reunion and his wife Ruth to
visit the cinema with a friend whilst her mother-in-law, Naomi, baby-sits. When Ruth
fails to return home, the police are called in and a body is found. Chris has the
traumatic experience of having to identify his murdered wife. As Inspector Thornton
discovers the only witness is the village idiot who saw Ruth with another man. As the
play progresses the tension mounts as Chris is confronted with unexpected
revelations about his wife's murky past. As Chris tortured himself with guilt and
bitterness against his dead wife, Ruth retums! Chris mistakenly identified the wrong
body! He subsequently refused to accept Ruth's claim to loss of memory and, in a
memorable scene, Chris assaults Ruth after failing to break her story. It is Inspector
Thornton who finally establishes the fact that Ruth had been shielding her violent
brother, a hardened criminal who had been involved in a local armed robbery and
who was thought to have murdered his accomplice to the robbery. Itis only when
Ruth realises that her brother is not the murderer that the truth unfolds. But Chris still
cannot accept Ruth back because of the revelations of her past and especially an
illegitimate child. However, it is Naomi who pours the proverbial oil an troubled
waters and as the play ends, there is the reconciliation between husband and wife.
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