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	 Synopsis
When Dame Beatrice is given a mink stole by her maid, she is reminded of the maid's shady past and immediately suspects that it was stolen from the the next flat. A former army officer and other lodgers endeavor to return the stole. The plan is devised with care and all of them take such delight in the secretive scheme that they wonder why they don't do this more often. They form a syndicate for stealing and returning furs. Everything goes well until a loss is reported and the police come charging in. The maid is horrified to discover what has been going on behind her back, but agrees to employ her talents to bail the amateurs out of trouble if they agree to never touch another fur. She succeeds, the police leave, and life returns to its humdrum ways until someone remembers that it was only furs they had promised not to touch!


Review
Breath of Spring, West Moors Drama, Memorial Hall
By Stour & Avon Magazine  |  Posted: April 15, 2016
For their April production, West Moors Drama chose the aptly named Breath of Spring, a comedy by Peter Coke. As is customary for this enthusiastic and busy group, the play presented challenges which were on the whole met by the cast of experienced players.
Set in affluent Kensington, London during 1959, the action is centred on the flat of Dame Beatrice Appleby who is a charity fund-raiser. With money running low she has taken in a trio of lodgers but still retains her maid, Lily, who has served a spell in Holloway for stealing. Seeking to reward her mistress for kindness and loyalty, the maid “acquires” a mink coat from the adjoining flat, presenting a problem of returning the fur without attracting attention. How the group combine to do that job and then go on to steal other furs to sell for good causes is the basis for this rather convoluted comedy.
Jeanie Ellis as the good-hearted Dame Beatrice shows her theatrical pedigree with a strong performance, while Anne Maynard makes a good foil as the posh but penniless Lady Alice. They join forces with retired Brigadier Bertie – the ever splendid Tom Martin – who plans their operations to acquire expensive furs with military precision. Also in the gang is voice coach Nanette (Anne Tillin grows into the part) and Hattie who repairs china – what a good portrayal by Joan Harrison. Nervy and highly-strung, she has excellent body language and never goes out of character. Also giving a strong performance is Jill Jackson as the maid Lily, she is totally convincing and displays great timing.
A splendid set as always for West Moors Drama with the costumes carefully reflecting a bygone age of full skirts and fur coats. Good special effects with buzzers and ringing telephones although the cast must have been somewhat bemused when lighting on stage failed to come on at the start of a scene. The prompt was called upon on several occasions but that, as with the lighting problem, was perhaps first night gremlins. Director/Producer Jane Hilliard has worked hard with this extremely wordy script and certainly brought a light-hearted breath of fresh air to West Moors.
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